
 

TAKE A SECOND FOR SAFETY 
November 21, 2016 Week 48 Topics: Holiday driving and load securement    

BME / ACE CSA Violations 

Bennett 

Holiday Driving Tips and Reminder 
 

As you can see we continue to get written up for items that should 
have been caught during a pre-trip inspection.  A lot of these items 
are violations that should be addressed prior to heading out.  We 
also need to address the importance of wearing a seat belt and the 
consequences of getting caught without wearing one.  Lastly, please 
remind all drivers to keep their logbook current and put their 
logbook in their seat when they get out of the truck.  This way they 
have to touch it when getting back in the truck. 

Running point total from August 

Reminder!!!!!! Do you know someone who should be our next 
Safety Hero?  Send me an email at 

randall.vernon@bennettig.com to nominate someone. 

“Safety Priority One” 

Crash Score Increasing due to DOT Recordable Accidents 

As we see a change in the freight that is moving within our system we have also seen a increase in the amount of low impact crashes.  
These accidents are mostly low speed and low impact, but cause disabling damage to the vehicle which results in a recordable event.  
Our loads are having us travel shorter distances and more delivery point along the route.  With the absence of long haul freight these 
types of loads put us in the cities and towns among a large portion of the motoring public.  We have seen a large increase in right turn 
accidents when cars try to come around our trucks as we prepare to maneuver to turn.  This usually results in a vehicle getting their front 
end impacted and rendering the vehicle needing a tow.  So to help eliminate this please remind all drivers to be patient and check their 
right side of their vehicle when making a right turn.  Per the graph below you can see the large increase in crashes during August, May, 
and April. 

It is that time of year again when the roads will be filled with 
families heading to distant destinations to reunite with family and 
friends.  We also have winter weather ripping through the 
northeast dumping snow and high winds in its path.  This is 
making for a tricky holiday travel season this year.  So please, 
make sure you move around the country with caution and be 
mindful of the families who are not accustom to driving in these 
conditions.  I would like to also remind all drivers to be very 
careful when parking and leaving your equipment during the 
holidays at unsecure locations.  This is the time of year when our 
industry sees a increase in cargo and equipment thief.  So make 
sure you select a well lit location with twenty-four hours security 
before leaving your equipment unattended.  Lastly, make sure 
you check your route and know the state requirements for 
required equipment before heading out.  Chain laws are strictly 
enforced this time of year so make sure you have chains on your 
truck before leaving. 


