
 

  Reminder!!! Do you know someone who should be our next Safety Hero? 

Send me an email at paul.molnar@bennettig.com to nominate someone. 

Vehicle Maintenance (Tire Violations) 
Since the last quarter of 2017, we have averaged at 
least 2-3 tire violations per month. This has caused 
an increase in the Vehicle Maintenance Basic, 
because of the higher severity weight along with an 

additional 2 pts for an Out of Service Violation. In 
order to decrease these violations, we need to 
increase the focus on stronger pre-trips. We have to 
stop and fix these violations, because we can not 
afford to keep this trend on a monthly basis.  Inspect 
your units thoroughly because we can avoid future 
occurrences, which will help us all keep Safety as Our 

Number One Priority. 

 
Hours of Service (HOS) 
We have seen an increase in form and manner violations during DOT inspections. Make 

sure you have completed all information on your log prior to driving for the day. This 
pertains to those using paper and an ELD. It is good practice to make that part of your 
pre-trip. False report of driver’s record of duty status is increasing as well. Some of the 
violations range from drawing the line too far on the graph to incorrect times being 

shown. 
 

These details can’t be overlooked and are an important piece of helping reduce our HOS 
CSA score. Every point we receive matters. 

 

**CRITICAL ANNOUNCEMENT FOR ELD USERS** 
As ELD’s were rolled out for the Federal Mandate, it was previously interpreted that 

mounting an ELD meant the ELD dash link itself.  However, under the guidance of 
legal counsel after receiving 2 violations for “Portable ELD not mounted in a fixed 
position and visible to driver” 395.22(g) we are now interpreting this rule to reflect the 
tablet and/or cell that is used as a part of the ELD.  We are working on a plan to 
address this moving forward.

Accident Picture of the Week 
The other party crossed 

line due to inattention 
causing this accident. This 
resulted in serious 
injuries. 
 

It just takes a second of 
distraction to cause a life 
threatening accident.  
 

Thank you to all of the agents and 
employees that gave their input in this 

year’s Fast Lane session at the 2018 
Symposium. Here are some of the 
suggestions that were given to help 
promote Bennett’s Safety Is Priority One 

commitment. 
 Help promote good communication 

with arresting officers 

o As we speak with drivers, 
encourage them to be relaxed and 
professional when speaking with 
officers in any situation. 

 Remind drivers when you talk to them 
to control their speed 
o Drivers must be alert and obey all 

speed control devices (signs, 
signals). 

 Promote slowing down and be aware 
of surroundings 
o Watch for speed changes due to 

construction zones, and ever-

changing conditions 
 All drivers should pre-check loads 

before going through scales 
o Treat every load like it’s the first, 

no shortcuts. 
o Stop every 150 miles/3 hours to 

check for load securement and 

equipment issues. 
 Dash Cameras for front & rear 
o Best way of exonerating a not-at-

fault accident. 

 

 
Seat belt covers can help show officers 
that you are wearing your seat belt.  

These are available upon request from 
the safety department. Call the home 
office ext. 7226 if a seat belt cover is 

needed.

 

Accident Reporting 
Accidents should be reported from the 
scene, the 24 hr. claims hotline phone 
number for reporting is: 

1-855-330-1558 
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